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Forward - Shear Ozeri

In the current exhibition Americana, Ozeri has chosen to focus
on ‘the diner’ as an American icon; an institution that has its image
engraved into the fabric of American life. Ozeri aesthetically captures
the most appealing retro-elements from the furniture to the lighting.
The chrome accessories reflect pops of neon and bold lines of vibrant
colors. Vintage antique memorabilia make their way into the composi-

tions adding a charming nostalgia of yesteryear.

Many cultural artifacts fall within the definition of Americana; some are
just faded notions, typically associated with quintessential elements of
American culture. Symbols such as route 66, Coca Cola, Levi’s Jeans,
and apple pie, to name a few— all have the “American charm” that
we visualize when thinking of the word. Today the diner occupies its
rightful place in the American backcountry, leaving its mark for gen-

erations to come.

The diner has always been a sanctuary, a space that is both public yet
personal. It positions itself somewhere between a home and a restaurant;
a step up the social ladder. It provided respectability for the working
class, a sought-after ‘hangout’ for high school kids, an affordable eat-
ing experience for families. The diner was a refreshing oddity loosen-
ing up social boundaries in a time where eating out was a privilege of

the elite.

As an added component to the classic undertone of his paintings, in
this series Ozeri includes contemporary details that will be forever
etched in our collective psyche, making it timeless and time specific
simultaneously. There are subtle nuances of COVID 19 implications
from a waitress wearing a face covering, to a thermometer check in
the entrance, to a “barely there” sign in the window requiring patrons
to wear masks. Ozeri juxtapositions the new with the old making this

series multifaceted and complex.

He remains true to his painting approach combining sharp detailed
brushstrokes with abstract constituents. llluminated by visceral imagery
of retrospective architecture and interiors, his paintings come to life

capturing the space between the physical and the abstract.

This series represents more than the obvious symbolism behind it,
on many levels it embodies the American Dream. As the great James
Truslow Adams states “The American Dream is a national ethos of
the United States, the set of ideals in which freedom includes the
opportunity for prosperity and success, as well as an upward social
mobility for the family and children, achieved through hard work in
a society with few barriers.” Ozeri comes full circle here, as he too
immigrated to New York with his family in 1991 hoping to achieve just
that.

Americana, Ozeri’s latest exhibition at Zemack Contemporary Art
features a novel subject-matter for the artist. It elaborates on the
themes of past and present in American symbolism and explores
the concept of the American Dream now. The series allows the
artist to continue his exploration of identity and intimacy within a

cultural shifting background.

Ozeri has shown extensively around the world including solo exhibits
in Spain, China, The Netherlands, France, Germany, and Mexico. His
work is featured on the cover, and included in the book Photorealism
and the Digital Age. He is currently in a solo museum exhibition at the
Flint Institute of Art through January 2022. He is also in the permanent
collections of: The Whitney Museum of American Art, The McNay Art
Museum in San Antonio, The Jewish Museum in New York, The New
York Public Library, The Smithsonian Art Museum in Washington, D.C

Tel Aviv Museum of Art, and the Albertina in Vienna, among others.

Ozeri is represented by Zemack Contemporary Art in Tel Aviv.
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Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021.

Oil on canvas, 54 x 80 inches.




Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021.

Oil on canvas, 54 x 80 inches.
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Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021.

Oil on canvas, 30 x 44 inches.



Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021.
Oil on canvas, 54 x 80 inches
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Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021.

Oil on canvas, 30 x 44 inches.
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Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021.

Oil on canvas, 54 x 80 inches.
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Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021.

Oil on canvas, 54 x 80 inches.
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Ronny Someck
Kitchen Sink Drama

Everybody in town was black. The last train had already
Departed, and forks of eyes were stabbing the whipped cream of
my white skin.

In a nearby store, | bought shoe polish and smeared it on

Until the motel clerk no longer changed

The Black-English he spoke when he showed me to a room.
“Wake me up tomorrow at 7. At 7:30 my train

Is leaving.” He woke me up at 7:20, and | hardly

Made it to the station.

Everybody stared at me and | remembered the polish. With soft fingers, | tried
To remove it. But even rough fingers wouldn’t get it off.

It's then | realized the clerk woke up

Somebody else

Good morning poetry.

Continue to wake me up late,

Absorb black shoe polish into

My skin and turn on a torrent of words into this kitchen sink drama.
There, wobbles of water will wash away leftover

Pleasure my wife has put into the soup bowl,

And for a moment spoons will forget the mouth’s tunnel
Gaping towards them.

A skin’s a skin,

And the dish soap will gloss my daughter’s fingernails

As if they were rollercoaster lights in the amusement park
Of my youth.

Translated by Robert Manaster & Hana Inbar
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Yigal Ozeri, Katz Diner, 2021. Oil on paper, 18 x 24 inches.

Yigal Ozeri, Katz Diner, 2021. Oil on paper, 18 x 24 inches.
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Yigal Ozeri, Katz Diner, 2021. Oil on paper, 18 x 24 inches.

Yigal Ozeri, Americana: music box, 2021. Oil on paper, 18 x 24 inches.
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Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021. Oil on canvas, 20 x 30 inches.
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Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021. Oil on canvas, 20 x 30 inches.
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Yigal Ozeri, A New York Story, 2021. Oil on canvas, 20 x 30 inches.
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Yigal Ozeri, A New York Story, 2021. Oil on canvas, 30 X 40 inches.
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Yigal Ozeri, A New York Story, 2021. Oil on canvas, 30 x 40 inches.




Yigal Ozeri, A New York Story, 2021.

Oil on canvas, 20 x 30 inches.




Diners - Watercolors
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Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021. Watercolor, 22 x 23 inches.
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Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021. Watercolor, 22 x 23 inches.
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Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021. Watercolor, 22 x 23 inches.
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In The Studio - Works in Progress
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Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021.

Oil on canvas, work in progress,

30 X 44 inches.




Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021.
Oil on canvas, work in progress,

30 X 44 inches.
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Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021.
Oil on canvas, work in progress,

30 X 44 inches.
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Oil on canvas, work in progress,

54 x 80 inches.
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Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021.
Oil on canvas, work in progress,

54 x 80 inches.

69




Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021.

Oil on canvas, work in progress,

54 x 80 inches.
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Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021.
Oil on canvas, work in progress,

54 x 80 inches.
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Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021.
Oil on canvas, work in progress,

54 x 80 inches.
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Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021.
Oil on canvas, work in progress,

54 x 80 inches.
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Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021.
Oil on canvas, work in progress,

30 X 44 inches.
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Yigal Ozeri, Americana, 2021.
Oil on canvas, work in progress,

30 X 44 inches.



82

SELECTED RESUME FROM 2001-2021
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Yigal Ozeri Biography

Born 1958, Israel
Lives and works in New York City

Selected Solo Exhibitions

2021

2020

2019

2018

2017

2016

2015

2014

2013

2012

Americana, Zemack Contemporary Art, Tel-Aviv, Israel
Brush with Reality, Flint Institute of Art, Flint Michigan
Flowers in the Desert, Pontone Gallery, London, England

A New York Story, Galerie Ernst Hilger, Vienna, Austria
Liberated Paper, Galerie Edition Raphael, Frankfurt, Germany

Reality Check, Zemack Contemporary Art, Tel-Aviv, Israel
A New York Story, Rutger Brandt Gallery, Amsterdam Netherlands
A New York Story, Galerie Andreas Binder, Munich, Germany

In Pursuit of the Real, Cermak Eisenkraft Gallery, Prague, Czech Republic
Reflection, Whitestone Gallery, Tokyo, Japan

Painting Through a Lens, Amy Li Gallery, Beijing, China

Daydream, Gallery Seizan, Tokyo, Japan

A New York Story, Louis Meisel Gallery, New York, USA
The Storm, Zemack Contemporary Art, Tel Aviv, Israel

Dual Tones, Galerie Andreas Binder, Munich, Germany
Recent Works, Opera Gallery London, England

Villa de Leyva, GE Galeria, Monterrey, Mexico

Shadows of Reality, Opera Gallery, Hong Kong, China

Painting Through a Lens, Zemack Contemporary Art, Tel-Aviv, Israel
Bear Mountain, Louis K. Meisel Gallery, New York, New York
Monochrome, Galerie Andreas Binder, Munich, Germany

Revolution at Giverny: A Return of Women in Nature, Galerie Dukan
Fiction of Distance, Galeria Alvaro Alcazar, Madrid, Spain
Photorealism in the Digital Age, Mana Contemporary, Chicago, Illinois

Territory, Angell Gallery, Toronto, Canada
Triads, Galerie Brandt, Amsterdam, Netherlands

Territory, Mike Weiss Gallery, New York, NY

Photorealism, Galerie de Bellefeuille, Montreal, Canada (Catalogue)
The Boathouse, Galerie Andreas Binder, Munich, Germany
Territory, Karen Jenkins Johnson, San Francisco, CA

Territory, Scott White Contemporary Art, La Jolla, CA

2011

2010

2009

2008

2007

2006

2005

2004

2003

2002

2001

Territory, Martin Asbaek Gallery, Copenhagen, Denmark (Catalogue)
Territory, Zemack Contemporary Art Gallery, Tel Aviv, Israel (Catalogue)
Garden of the Gods, Mike Weiss Gallery, New York, NY (Catalogue)
Luce silenziosa (Silent light), Bologna, Italy (Catalogue)

Lizzie Smoking, Galeria Senda, Barcelona, Spain

Lizzie in the Snow, Mark Moore Gallery, Santa Monica, CA (Catalogue)
Desire for Anima, Contemporary by Angela Li, Hong Kong, China

Olga in the Park, Galerie Brandt, Amsterdam, Netherlands

Desire for Anima, Galerie Andreas Binder, Munich, Germany (Catalogue)
Desire for Anima, Mike Weiss Gallery, New York, NY

Small Death, Galerie Dukan & Hourdequin, Marseille, France, (Catalogue)
Priscilla, Wade Wilson Art, Houston, TX, (Catalogue)

Singer Gallery, Mizel Arts and Culture Center, Denver, CO, (Catalogue)
The Boathouse, Byron Cohen Gallery, Kansas City, MO

Yigal Ozeri, Mike Weiss Gallery, SCOPE Basel 2008, Switzerland
Priscilla in Ecstasy, Charim Galerie, Vienna, Austria

Genesis, Mike Weiss Gallery, New York, NY, (Catalogue)

Genesis, Alon Segev Gallery, Tel Aviv, Israel, (Catalogue)

Priscilla in the Cloud Forest, Mike Weiss Gallery, SCOPE Basel 2007, Switzerland

The Montfort, New Gallery / Thom Andriola, Houston, TX

As Early as New York, Mike Weiss Gallery, New York, NY, (Catalogue)
Long Island City, Musée de Lodéve, Lodéve, France, (Catalogue)
Café Hawelka, Galerie Eric Dupont, Paris, France

Long Island City, Alon Segev Gallery, Tel Aviv, Israel
New Paintings, Mike Weiss Gallery, New York, NY
Four Seasons, Tel Aviv Museum of Art, Tel Aviv, Israel, (Catalogue)

Long Island City, New Gallery / Thom Andriola, Houston, TX
Long Island City, Galerie Heike Curtze, Berlin, Germany

The Watcher Paintings, Mike Weiss Gallery, New York, NY, (Catalogue)

Memories from The Last Supper, New Gallery /

Thom Andriola, Houston, TX Tableau Vivant, Galerie Heike Curtze, Berlin, Germany
The Last Supper, Galerie Hafemann, Wiesbaden, Germany

The Countess De Castiglione, Galerie Heike Curtze, Vienna, Austria
Presence of the Absent, Stefan Stux Gallery, New York, NY
Presence de l'absence, Galerie Mabel Semmler, Paris, France

Yigal Ozeri: Full Moon, Galerie Heike Curtze, Salzburg, Austria

Tikkun: The Restoration Series, Stefan Stux Gallery, New York, NY, (Catalogue)
The Countess De Castiglione, Bineth Gallery, Tel Aviv, Israel, (Catalogue)

The Mark of the Bite, Bineth Gallery, Tel Aviv, Israel, (Catalogue)

Still-Life, Galerie Hafemann, Wiesbaden, Germany, (Catalogue)

Tikkun (Restoration), New Gallery / Thom Andriola, Houston, TX
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Selected Permanent Collections

Albertina Museum, Vienna, Austria

Beth Rudin DeWoody Collection, New York, NY

Da-Da Yanko Museum, Ein Harod, Israel

Eileen S. Kaminsky Family Foundation, New York, NY

Ein Harod Museum, Ein Harod, Israel

Flint Institute of Art, Flint, Ml

Frederick R. Weisman Foundation, Los Angeles, CA

General American Corporation, Houston, TX

Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, Cornell University, Ithica, NY
Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary Art, Peekskill, NY
Israel Museum, Jerusalem, Israel Kuntzwerien, Wiesbaden, Germany
McNay Art Museum, San Antonio, TX

Museum of Contemporary Art, San Diego, CA

Museum of Modern Art, Haifa, Israel

New York City Public Library, New York, NY

Parrish Art Museum, Watermill, NY

Rema Hort Mann Foundation, New York, NY

Ronald Perelman Art Collection, New York, NY

Tampa Museum of Art, Florida

Tel Aviv Museum of Art, Tel Aviv, Israel

The Jewish Museum, New York, NY

The Jewish Museum Vienna, Vienna, Austria

The Krupp Family Foundation, Boston, MA

The National Museum, Krakow, Poland

The Richard Massey Foundation, New York, NY

The Smithsonian American Art Museum, Washington, D.C
The Sydney and Walda Besthoff Collection, New Orleans, LA
The Wayne Yakes Collection, Denver, CO

Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY

From the show of Brush with Reality: Yigal Ozeri in the entrance of the Flint Institute of Arts
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